
“Benchmarks” for Literacy at P5 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Applies knowledge 

of spelling 

patterns, rules and 

strategies to spell 

most words 

correctly 

Can use a dictionary to 

check spelling of 

unfamiliar words. 

 

Starts to use punctuation for 

direct speech. 
Uses commas to separate 

ideas in a sentence and 

apostrophes for 

contractions 

Creates text 

with 

appropriate 

topic 

vocabulary. 

Uses alliteration, metaphor 

and similes in writing. 

 

Uses notes to create a 

new text. 

Organises notes under 

own simple headings. 

 

Generates ideas for and 

against a topic.  

Use powerful 

verbs in 

writing. 

 

Can use a thesaurus to 

find interesting words. 

notes under  

Is beginning to organise 

writing into paragraphs. 

Identifies the differences 

 

between fact and fiction. 

 

Is beginning to use 

the skills of 

skimming, 

scanning and text 

marking to identify 

key ideas in a text. 

 

Uses a dictionary to check the 

meaning of unknown words 

 

Frames analysing and 

evaluating questions, eg: 

“Can you explain what 

happened when...?”; 

“How would you feel if..?” 
 

Shares ideas, information 

and opinions. 
 

Can prepare and present a 

simple, short talk. 
 

Uses resources to 

help with 

presentations, e.g., 

Power Point, 

pictures, etc. 

 

 = Writing 

notes under  

 = Reading 

notes under  

 = Listening 

and Talking 

notes under  



“Benchmarks” for Literacy at P6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Applies knowledge 

of spelling 

patterns, rules and 

strategies to spell 

most words 

correctly 

Can use a thesaurus to 

find interesting and 

alternative words. 

 

Confidently uses punctuation 

for direct speech. 
Can use ellipsis (…) and 

parenthesis () in writing. 
Organises notes 

from more than 

one source, using 

headings, sub-

headings and key 

words.. 

Uses alliteration, metaphor, 

similes and onomatopoeia in 

writing. 

 

Can edit own written 

work independently. 

Reads complex sentences 

of varying length 

 

Knows when to start a 

new paragraph.  

Uses rhetorical 

questions and 

emotive 

language to 

engage or 

persuade. 

 

Uses apostrophes to 

show possession: 

Creates texts with ambitious 

vocabulary, illustrations and 

diagrams. 

Uses simple inference to 

deduce meaning from text. 

 
Is beginning to 

recognise bias. 

 

Can identify points of view 

when they are suggested in 

text. 

 

Regularly uses the skills 

of skimming and scanning 

when finding information 

in a text. 
 

Identify language used when 

presenting fact or opinion. 

 
Makes eye contact with 

audience and uses hand 

gestures. 
 

Prepares and presents a 

detailed solo talk. 
 

Uses more than one 

resource to help with 

presentations, e.g., 

Power Point, 

pictures, etc. 

 

John’s jacket, Girls’ 

coats, etc. 

 = Listening 

and Talking 

notes under  

 = Reading 

notes under  

 = Writing 

notes under  



 

 “Benchmarks” for Literacy at P7 

 Applies knowledge 

of spelling 

patterns, rules and 

strategies to spell 

most words 

correctly 

Uses a thesaurus 

regularly and 

independently to 

enhance writing content. 

 

Uses paragraphs 

consistently. 
Accurately uses 

punctuation for direct 

speech in extended pieces 

of writing. 

Uses colons and 

semi-colons 

correctly. 

Uses alliteration, metaphor, 

similes and onomatopoeia in 

writing. 

 

Uses 

separate 

paragraphs 

to give 

reasons for 

and against 

using cause 

and effect. 

Compares and contrasts 

points of view. 

 

Creates texts with ambitious 

vocabulary, illustrations, 

diagrams and charts. 

 

Frame analysing 

and evaluating 

questions and 

justify response 

with evidence 

from the text. 

 

Correctly uses apostrophes. 

Can use hyperbole and 

personification. 

Recognises bias and  

 

uses evidence to support 

views. 

 

Reads with 

fluency, 

understanding 

and expression, 

using pace and 

tone. 

 

Uses various tools to check the 

meaning of unknown words. 

 

Makes relevant 

comments about 

structure, 

characterisation and 

setting. 
 

Communicates clearly, 

sharing opinions and 

thoughts. 

 

Prepares for and presents 

a detailed presentation. 
 

Listens to and considers views 

and opinions of others. 
 

Read complex sentences of 

varying lengths and structures,  

 

with understanding and 

meaning. 

 

 = Listening 

and Talking 

notes under  

 = Reading 

notes under  

 = Writing 

notes under  


